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I love the scent of lilacs.  They aren’t quite out yet in Old Lyme, although they are definitely on their 
way.  The blossoms and their fragrance last all too briefly, and perhaps this is one of the reasons I like 
them:  the scent captures a brief moment in spring, and then is gone.  In fact, I once went a bit too far 
in my enjoyment.  When I was in high school, the night before our spring orchestra concert, I stopped 
and picked handful on my way to the dress rehearsal.  I decided I wanted to smell them throughout the 
evening and stuck one of them in my violin’s scroll.  About halfway through the first piece, my con-
ductor stopped the music, walked over to me, wordlessly plucked the lilac from my instrument, and 
resumed the rehearsal.  So much for the persistence of lilacs. 
 
Last night (I’m writing this Saturday morning) my colleague Tim Haut signed copies of his book or 
poetry, A Deep River Year at Leif Nillson’s studio.  As I am impatient for the lilacs to bloom, I 
thought I’d borrow one of Tim’s poems for this Uniter.   

 
Lilacs 

 
Should this world of mine pass away, 
this old house, solid and chimneyed,  
the big barn steady under the shade 

of ancient maples, 
the stone paths leading to the door –  

should they one day sag  
under the weight of time, 

fall into themselves and slumber 
under the tangles of bittersweet and ivy, 

yet shall there be this: 
one May morning the tall persistence  

of lilacs 
will yet rise into the sun and blue above, 

and they will make purple clusters, 
sweet as holy incense, 

to hallow the day with a memory. 
Perhaps someone will pass by, 

see in the blooms some ancient gratitude, 
and know that once a home was here, 

know that once before the fall, 
the sadness, the ache of parting, 

there was a joy, 
know that one spring day lilacs bloomed  

at a most beautiful wedding. 
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CALL TO THE ANNUAL MEETING 
 

Under Article II (Meetings) of our Constitution and By-Laws, members of The United Church of 
Chester are hereby called to an 

 
Annual Meeting 

 
on Sunday, May 21, 2023 at 11:00 am 

 
in the sanctuary immediately following the  

morning worship service. 
 

The purpose of the meeting will be to: 
 

• Receive reports of committees 

• Receive and vote the report of the Nominating Committee 

• Transact any other business proper to come before the church membership 

 
 

Respectfully submitted,   
Liz Luther, Church Clerk 

 

Good Thymes in the Garden* 
 
 Lettuce Celebrate 
 
 Stay Up Beet 
 
 Find Your Inner Peas 
 
 Be Nice or Leaf 
 
 
 
*Submitted by Linda Jones 
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Friday Coffice Hours  
At 8:15 a.m. Alan will be at: 

 

May 5 The Villager 

May 12 Simon’s Marketplace 

May 19 The Villager 

May 26 Simon’s Marketplace 

June 2 The Villager 

June 9 Simon’s Marketplace 

June 16 The Villager 

June 23 Simon’s Marketplace 

June 30 The Villager 

 

Katie Wilcox Day - May 21st 
 
We will be celebrating Katie Wilcox Day on Sunday, 
May 21st.  Katie Wilcox founded the Lady Doak 
College in Madurai, India.   
 
Lady Doak College will be celebrating their 75th 
anniversary this year on July 14th and their Found-
er’s Day will be celebrated on July 26th which was 
Katie Wilcox’s birthday. 
 
Please consider writing a letter to Lady Doak Col-
lege to help them celebrate their 75th anniversary.  
We will collect letters and mail them in time for 
their celebrations. 
 
Letters will be collected and sent around June 14th 
to provide for adequate mailing time. 
 
Thank you! 
 

Welcome New Members 
 
Are you interested in learning more about, or consid-
ering membership at the United Church of Chester?  
Alan and some of our Deacons will be hosting an 
after-church conversation about membership in the 
beginning of June.  If you’d like to be part of the 
conversation, please speak to Alan after the service, 
or call or email the church office at 860-526-2697 or 
unitedchester@uccchester.org. 

Chester Event Spotlight 
 
Chester Squirrel Days - Saturday, May 13th and Sunday, May 14th- enjoy rubber duck racing, family 
friendly activities and a dog adoption. 
 
Chester Memorial Day Parade - This years parade begins on Monday, May 29th at 9:00 am.  The parade 
starts at the St. Joseph Parish Parking Lot and ends at the Chester Meeting House. 
 
Chester Wine and Beer Tasting - Saturday, June 3rd from 6;30 to 9:30.  Cost is $25 and all proceeds will 
go towards Chester Fair educational programming. 
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Choir Appreciation Day - Sunday, June 11th 
 
Our choir and choir director provide us with beautiful music each Sunday.  Please come to the 
worship service on Sunday, June 11th to show your gratitude of the hard work and dedication of 
this wonderfully-talented musical group.   
 



 

 

May/June 2023                          The Uniter                                                        Page 5 

May Birthdays and Anniversaries 
 
 
Birthdays 
 
 
1  Tim Napier 
11   Sally Marston 
21   Elaine Melillo 
31  Melissa Whitney 
 
 
Anniversaries 
 
6   Charles & Judy Schondorf 
20   Gene & Sheila Robida 
23   Matt & Brianna Jewczyn 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

June Birthdays and Anniversaries 
 

  
Birthdays 
 
 
2  Jim Ready 
10  Kara Manierre 
12  Billy Jewczyn 
13  Reece Whitney 
20  Abbey Weiss 
28  Peg Lieberman 

 
Anniversaries 

 
5    Michael & Allison Abramson 
19  Rick & Pat Holloway 
22  Ed & Claudia Epright (50 Years!) 
23  Laird & Toni Smith 
24  Vincent & Barbara Tomasi 

 

Missing emails from United Church of Chester ? 
 
Please contact the church office if you are not receiving the UCC’s weekly emails.  Please give Sally a 
call at 860-526-2697 to confirm your email address. 
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Don’t forget that during the 
months of  July and August our 
worship service moves to 9:00 

AM! 

 
‘Dad’ jokes: 
 
What did the fast tomato 
say to the slow tomato? 
Ketchup! 
 
What are the best type of  
social isolation jokes? 
Inside jokes! 

 
I like jokes about eyes. 
The cornea the better. 
 
What do you call an annoyed lobster? 
A frustracean 
 
What do you call a fish with no eyes? 
Fsshhhh 
 
Why do gorillas have large fingers? 
They have big nostrils! 
 

 
 
 
 

Mothers’ Day is Sunday, May 
14th 

Fathers’ Day is Sunday, June 
18th 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Looking for some inspiration? 
 
Here is a link to the United Church of Christ’s 
Daily Devotional.   
 
Daily Devotional - United Church of Christ 
(ucc.org)   

Rummage Sale 
 
Many thanks to all who volun-
teered for our Rummage and Bake 
Sale!   
 
Special thanks to Judy Schondorf 
for leading this wonderful event.  
A big thank you to the Scout 
troops who helped bring all the 
boxes and bags down from the 
attic.  Even though the weather 
was somewhat uncooperative, the 
proceeds from the Rummage Sale 
totaled $1,540! 

https://www.ucc.org/daily-devotional/
https://www.ucc.org/daily-devotional/

